







My Name is Ya-Li, Chiang. I will give an initial research about window in 
this portfolio. The following pages I will introduce my primary research 
and secondary research, and focus on window frames different kinds 
of information to humans. 



T= 


INTRODUCTION 

04 

INSPIRATION 

06 

MINDMAPPING 


FIELDS OF PRACTICE 


A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF WINDOW 

20 

WINDOW TAX 

22/23 

WINDOW TYPE 


CONTENTS 

PIRMARY 

RESEARCH 



WINDOW ON THE STREET 


TABLE TOP EXHIBITION 




EVERY WINDOW TELLS A STORY 


TABLE TOP EXHIBITION 


MY NEIGHBOR 


WHO'S WINDOW 


24/25 

GLASS EXPERIMENT 

BLUE/GREEN/RED/YELLOW/ORANGE 

28/29 

GLASS EXPERIMENT 

REFLECTING OUTSIDE VIEW IN MY ROOM 


SECONDARY 

RESEARCH 


THE CITY OUT MY WINDOW: 
63 VIEWS IN NEW YORK 

BY MATTEO PERICOLI, 2009 



WINDOW: 
ELEVEN 
SEPTEMBER 
1 995-2005 


BY REINER LEIST 








16/17 


THROUGH THE WINDOW 

BY GIORGIO BARRERA 


RENE MAGRITTE 

-BELGIAN SURREALIST ARTIST( 1 898-1 967) 


SLASH AS HOUSE 

MODERN ARCHITECTURE 


PHOTO BY 
REINER LEIST 






DOOR 


IVOOP 


0LD-BSHHM 


MOpERK/ 


Wlh/POW I SHE Lp 


Iiv'n/wn- 


OLP-MSHIOlJ 


BLOCKED 


\A/OOP 


cu MPIO 


Moperk/ 


1 


Ljgj 

1 





111 

i 

i ail 

itfeisfl 













EVERYBODY NEEDS AT LEAST ONE WINDOW. 
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MINDMAPPING 

Using mindmapping to begin with this 
project, look which field and research I 
can discuss and study it. 


N DO wV 


W-TuRe) (£ olo ^/ 


XOWNTftC 


A tA in & 


p e CTANGr L t 


SCQU Alt 


TUN c T 1 ON 






TOW A 

'/VJNCoir* 




'FreNCHj ^ 

*/ imDovj/ /f^cTofr 
IwlKllIV', 








7 Window on the street 


Looking at/through The Window 


Back to contents 


WINDOW ON THE STREET 



There are many different types of have their own style. For example, goes with the building style. They are 

window on the street. Why I did windows are really dirty and has more delicate and historical, 

this experiment is trying to record graffiti on it near Shoreditch area. In 
different shapes and functions piccadilly circus to south kensington 
of window. Also, different areas area, the style of the window really 
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TABLE TOP EXHIBITION 

EVERY WINDOW TELLS A STORY 



There are many views from everybody's window. 
Almost taking this series of photos in the night, 
because most of people stayed at home. I am 
curious what are people doing inside their 
window. 

I hope can discover many interested things 
inside other people's window. 

There are nothing really special,but I think this 
is realistic. Every window tells a story. Everybody 
has their own story. 
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MY NEIGHBOR 


This is one of the most interesting part in this 
project. I think everybody are curious when 
they walk by a window which is opended and 
has no curtain on it, so I tried to record what 
my neighbor do through their window. 

I discover that the woman are taking a shower 
in different time everyday. Also, there are four 
people live together in floor 3 flat, they like 
chatting in the kitchen. 

For me, I think this experiment is quite 
successful because I really can get human's 
movement through the window space. 
Furthermore, this experiment make me think 
of a movie ' Rear Window' which is talking 
about you almost can know everything through 
someone's window. 











10 Fields of Practice 


Looking 


FIELDS OF PRACTICE 


Apparently, window is everywhere in our daily 
life. Window is really close to our life, therefore 
there are many projects use window to be thier 
theme in different fields. 

Through illustration and photography project, 
I can get the imformation about the relation 
between window and urban culture. 

Through architecture field, I can understand 
practical and useful aspects of using 
glass, different fuctions of window and also 
related to what humans need. 










"THE WINDOW CHANGES EVERYTHING THAT PASSES 
THROUGHT IT, OR AT LEAST FRAME IT." 


BY ROLF SELBMANN 
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THE CITY OUT MY WINDOW:63 VIEWS IN NEW YORK 

BY MATTEO P E R I C 0 LI , 2 0 0 9 


Mikhail flirynhnikov, dancer, choreographer and actor. 
"It's of New York's mont bwmifulliiLiidin^, 

hut it looks hotter it night ... like it woman.* 



1. A book about 63 different story from their window 

2. Place : New York 

3. Illustraion with texts 

4. Every left page is text ( written by the window's owner) 

5. Every right page is a sketch drawn by Pericoli 


Through this book, the artist used illustration to show the beautiful 
views based on New York, and also record people's description 
about their window. In this big city, people live in different places, 
they have different views from their windows. They also have 
different feelings and stories related to this framing worldview. 
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Leist accumulated more than 2200 photographs. 


From his 26th-floor window overlooking 


New york city's eighth avenue 


Reiner leist has kept an 11 year watch over 

Mill 


the lower third of downtown manhattan 
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ELEVEN SEPTEMBER. 1 995-2005 


"Between 1995 and 2006> 
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14 Eleven September 

This is a book recorded 
Manhattan city from Reiner's 
window. All the photos in this 
book are almost the same, 
just a little change from the 
objects on his windowsill in 


the foreground and the city 
in the background of the 
view. In addition, the photos 
are taken in various weather 
conditions and at different 
times throughout the day. I was 


surprised when I saw this book, 
due to the same 249 pictures 
in a book. I think this book can 
tell us the view everyday is 
not unimportant. We can have 
informations about the changes 


of ourselves and the city during 
this 11 year. Furthermore, 
Reiner said this is an exercise 
for his own life. 
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WHO'S WINDOW 


Due to two of my secondary researches are 
talking about the view outside the window, I 
try to collect different view of window from 
people around me. 

People from different window accept 
different view and information, Also the 
view from the window can shape the place 
you live. 

I hope can gather as more as I can and 
expect there are different shape of window. 
Some of the views really give me a big 
surprise, very unique and beautiful. 







THROUGH THE WINDOW 


A WINDOW IS A TRANSPARENT THRESHOLD W 
i'PACE FROM A PRIVATE ONE." 
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17 Through the window 
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Through these photographs, it is 
like we open our own window and 
we can pretend that we are their 
neighborhood. Giorgio want to record 
the real life in different cities, even it 
seems usual. 


She didn't really want to peep other 
people's life, she just want to capture 
every moment of life through her 
artworks. 

This series of photographs give me 
more information and inspiration about 


window view and also make me think 
about what is the difference between 
this series of photographs and the real 
peeping window photos. 












"WINDOWS MARK THE SEPARATION BETWEEN 
OUTSIDE AND INSIDE. 

WINDOW IS ALSO THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF WINDOW 

There are some notes I took from a book which introduce a brief history of window. 
It introduced the fuction of window for humans from ancient times to modern life. 


• Fenestrations mu (the arrangement o-f windows / doors on the elevations of o\ build Cnj) 


windows o\re openTnjs thflt allow in 

lij Irfc .~Q~ or od°rs tyVA 2 *J and permit 

uio / 


views in } oat^ q r »4 throajb. /\f\/ 


• Mediterranean lifestyle 

(a history of culture^) 

Mycenaean Palaces — * No window ! 



(early Roman House 4 s well,) 


f I ij n t entered rooms -from above 


X >1/ 
the open 
atrium 


, X Ma c b I filter *000° 

with the rise of multistory resid ences^ window appeared- 


o oo 

ODD 
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□ Do 


* THe window in antiquity apparently bad a 
-function other them lijbtinj c\ room. 

Sieved contents/ Antique temples 

i 

wooden hats with a single- opening 

\ 



4 -fortune tellers, priest 

i 


red*^ ce ' the field of observation to a 
detail c\nd thus Concentrate. the jaze 

i 



^Npow more for lookioj out’ 


than -to let lijht in. 


REFERENCE : MARIA M U L E E R -S C 1 1 A R E C K,( 2 0 1 2) FREijjJH WIDOW . 
WESTFALEN ; OSTFILDERN : HATJE CANTZ 


THE WINDOW IN ART SINCE MATISSE AND DUCHAMP. DUSSELDORF : KUNSTSAMMLUNG NORDRHEIN- 



RESOURCE : GOOGLE IMAGES 


TO Avoid THE TAX Some bosses -from tbe 


IJillilMIlHIIIlllIlkBlIiliy 


WINDOW TAX 


-WHEN LETTING IN SUNSHINE COULD COST YOU MONEY. 


One time I walked on the street, I saw some windows are blocked like a wall, but still have window-space. It is 
an interesting phenomenon for me, so I searched online and realize this is about historical culture in England. 


• wqs introduced in Ikdfe Qnd was replaced in 1851 


TAX ON HEALTH / TAX ON HQ-HT AMO A I R 


On jin ally introduced to make up -foe 
losses caused by clipping o-F Lomqje 
durinj tbe reijn of |/\li llinm H. . 




REFERENCE : HISTORY HOUSE OF ESSE?f THE WINDOW TAX. AVALIBLE AT : http://WWW.HISTORYHOUSE.CO.uk/ARTICLES/WINDOW_TAX.HTML 

mmm etc. 
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be Seen -to have bricked -up window- spaces 


PLOCKeo!! NO I/xei/v INSI0& > OUT5X0E I! 


MY MOTES @7 =* 

• A property tax based on tbe number of windows 
in a bouse. 

* It was a sijnif i cant Social, cultural , and architectural 
-force in England 3 France and Scotland durinj tbe 18 th 
and Id tb centuries, ^ 






A MOVIE BY JIM JARMUSCH, (1986) DOWN BYLAW. 


JACK: "WHAT ARE YOU DOING?" 

ROBERTO: "I AM MAKING A WINDOW." 

JACK: "ARE YOU LOOKING 'OUT THE WINDOW' OR 
'AT THE WINDOW' ?" 

ROBERTO: "IN THIS CASE AT THE WINDOW." 


REFERENCE : MARIA MULLER-SCHARECK,(2012) FRESH 
WIDOW : THE WINDOW IN ART SINCE MATISSE 
AND DUCHAMP. DUSSELDORF : KUNSTSAMMLUNG 
NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN ; OSTFILDERN : HATJE CANTZ 
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WINDOW TYPE 


Tbfc Window Us C\ very do se relationship to 
tta conformation of " -facade". 
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* ArcblteCtqal treatises Contain nameroijS 

prescriptions concerhTnj tht ®slzes^ ® distribution^ 

©Shape^ Qnd ^ decoration of window. 

* Window " 5 ^es" v <\ y y Qccordmj to fgn c *io*> 

Omd type • 


1, FRENCH WINDOW 



2, PORIfEfi l/V I ( s >DOW (also called al^ornne) 

• Q| window opened In c\ floor below tbe roof with q 
batjtt ecpq| to thc\t o-f one of the floors of 
the b uTi d In j . 

Xt i 5 very frecpeht. In Northern 

e o^v> architecture ^Ivlnj the sr*e 

of -the. (yttlc Spaces tender sloping roof 6 . 


* extend to the level of the floor^ -to skylljbts 
Opened fn roof. 

. often over (oob d terrqce Omd qre commonly 
viised in modern houses. 

• windows Qve composed of the same elements qs doots 
but them bottom element cc\n be elongated toward the 




3\ EY^BRoW window/ 

>n two ways ® n carved top window In a w« 

© m an eyebrow dormer 


exterior In the form of Oi sl'I. 



REFERENCE : FRANCESCA PRINA,(2008) ARCHITECTURE: ELEMENTS, MATERIALS, FORMS PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY ; OXFORD, ENGLAND : PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS / 
WIKIPEDIA, WINDOW TYR£ AVAI.IBl f AT : http://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/WINDOW 

i«K£& • J -- : ^ ‘ _ s.t 


2 2 Wind o w type 


Looking af/throug 


WINDO 


q-, CASEMENT IaiiNDoW dike a door) [7] 

* A WTn <)1 o vv that is hinged °n The rijht - olr left-hand 
-Side And opens ofttward with a tftrn of ft crank handle. 



• CftSeimehts ftye becoming hnor e ftn d knore popular 
because of their versatility and their energy 
£ff T ciency. (ftboj^oodi noise, redaction) 

* The Cftse.kne.nt window is the dominant "type now 
-foand in the UK and parts of Europe. 

5, 3 r N - (iON(j SASH in^nOow 

• One 5 ftsh is movable (ftSaally the bottom one) anA the 

Other tixei) . This is the earlier from 0-f slid iM) Jftsh Window, 
and is ft\so cheaper. , - — - T 


REFERENCE : FRANCESCA PRINA,(2008) ARCHITECTURE: ELEMENTS, MATERIALS, FORMS 
WIKIPEDIA, WINDOW TYPE; , AVALIBLE-AT : HTTP://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI 


The Window 


TYPE 


4 , STAIN ED Q-U 5 S 



* A win cjow composed of pieces of colored! ^'ass, transparent, 

translucent or opac^ae, -Presently portraying persons or 
Scenes. 

* Typically the yftss in these windows is separated! by 
leadi ^la^inc) bars. 

* Stained yftss windows wer e popular in Victorian hoftses 
And dome lA/rijbtian hoftses, and are especially common in 
charcheS. 





The design dT a window may be abstract or frcjarative 

^fty incorporate, narratives drawn -from the Bibl e J 
history j or literature. 


PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY ; OXFORD, ENGLAND : PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS * 
WINDOW 
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GLASS EXPERIMENT 



Due to the research of window type, I think stained glass is really interesting for me. I put different 
colors of transparent film papers on the window and also use sunlight to reflect images on the 
wall in my room. Through this experiment, I get a better result than I expect. I can change the sky 
and the view's color outside my window by looking through the window with colorful transparent 
film papers. Furthermore, I also can get different result in different time, due to the change of 
sunlight's angles. 


Through this experiment, I discover a really important point "time" and "weather". For example, 
I stick colorful transparent film paper on the window, but the colors did't look the same all the 

is on the wall became clearer every 5 
h i 4fa s outcome. However, I 


time. I started to take a photo at 3.30pm.The reflected i 


mintues. This is allpig surprise for me bemuse I didn t 

j ‘ r- 1, '.P I : 

think this experiment willbe subject 
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to a time limit, getting different results at different times. 
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SLASH AS HOUSE 

BY MAMIYA SHINICHI DESIGN 


This modern architecture is located in Gifu, Japan. With 
two big windows on a pitched roof can let sunshine in and 
have a nice view in the house, also avoid people outside to 
look what people doing inside. 

Nowadays, people are willing to spend money to buy a 
good view. It seems become more important with the 
function of the window. Why a view outside the window is 
important? what kind of information do people get from 
their window? Light, air, sound, smell, views ? 

Even though I think this type of architecture could waste 
lots of space of the house, people still can have many 
benifits when living in this house. 
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GLASS EXPERIMENT(DAY) 

-REFLECTING OUTSIDE VIEW IN MY ROOM 

Due to my primary research(window on the street) and 
second research(Rene Magritee's painting), I did this 
experiment. I used a piece of glass to reflect outside 
view in my room. I think the glass is like a mirror. 
Through sunlight, I can reflect outside view in my room 
everywhere by different angles. I really like a result 
which is I use glass to reflect sky on my windsill. The 
view's color on this piece of glass is really nature and 
pure. It is like I own a piece of sky in my place. 



[1] 

Reflection in my room, 
the glass is like a mirror 
[2] 

Reflecting with three layers of glasses 
[3] 

Reflecting the sky on my windowsill, 
it is like I own a piece of sky in my room 








I also did the same experiment at night. The 
reflected images on the glass are more clear 
than day time. 

[1] reflection on the wall 

[2] reflection on the wall in different angle 

[3] symmetrical reflection with real view 

[4] reflection on the windowsill 

[5] double glasses 
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